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CoopCities: Learning from urban cities sustainable solutions to deal with the global challenges faced due to COVID pandemic
Case Studies
CYPRUS-STANDO
National Case Study 2 CYPRUS
TIGANOKINISI: turning domestic used cooking oil into biofuel

Introduction
Tiganokinisi is an environmental education program that focuses on collecting and recycling used cooking oil. Students learn how to turn used oil into biodiesel, and schools gain resources for environmental education and support of their environmental infrastructure, all to the benefit of students across Cyprus! At the same time, the program promotes green jobs and helps young, unemployed scientists find work.
Objective
It's an innovative approach to environmental education that includes practical activities and teaching, practice-based learning, and the adoption of environmentally friendly practices. The program's goal is to raise public awareness and participation through a creative problem-solving approach that includes active citizen participation and an educational component. The project aims to raise awareness about biofuels and alternative energy sources among the general public in Cyprus, particularly children, young people, and local governments, as well as to improve knowledge and change perceptions among a wide range of key stakeholders. The long-term objective of program is to encourage local governments, communities, and businesses to promote material reuse in order to transition to a greener economy. In addition, to encourage the use of biofuels and other alternative energy sources.
Target Group
Main stakeholders involved in the action's planning and implementation, such as NGO (s), SME (s), Sectoral agencyies, Local Public Authorities,National Public Authorities, higher education and research institutions
Method
The viability of the program and the schools is dependent on the used cooking oil: The used cooking oil is recycled, and the profits are used to implement green technologies in order to achieve the sustainable school principle. Local governments and businesses participate in the program by donating used oil to schools as part of their corporate social responsibility programs. Students are also encouraged to try new things, develop their own digital or physical applications, products, or processes, and put their ideas to the test.
Validation
More than 400 schools have participated in the program.


Impact
Tiganokinisi began as a pilot program in ten schools in the municipality of Aglantzia in 2011, and it has been implemented nationwide since September 2013. More than 400 schools have signed up for the program so far, and over 600000kg of used oil has been collected.
Innovation
It's an innovative eco - friendly approach education that incorporates practical experience operations and training, as well as practice-based understanding.
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